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allowed to act as his responsible adviser in that
capacity, it is only on sufferance. There is no
disposition on the part of the Colonies to strengthen
their relations with the English Cabinet and Parlia-
ment. The tendency is the other way. Federation,
if its numerous difficulties could be surmounted,
might give us a real "Imperial'* Ministry and
Council of State. In the meanwhile, the fact re-
mains that, for administrative and political purposes,
the Commonwealth of Australia, Canada, South
Africa, New Zealand, are all but independent nations,
linked to one another, and to the other members of
the Empire, by the personal union of the Crown.

The Sovereign of England is not only the head of
the Empire, but he is also the head of Society. The
importance of this position was somewhat obscured
through the retired life led by Queen Victoria for
nearly forty years. Yet no judicious historian under-
rates the benefit conferred upon the nation by the
Queen and Prince Albert in setting the highest
possible standard of private and domestic decorum.
The most exalted household in the land was the
most exemplary and the best regulated. Great as
the influence was which radiated from Windsor and
Balmoral it might have been even more extensive
if the Court had been closely in touch with the
various elements that make up our social life. It
is impossible, in any case, that the association of
the Court with high society should fail to have a
strong indirect influence upon politics. For in
Great Britain, as in an earlier chapter I have en-
deavoured to show,* whatever may be the case in
other countries, the connection between London
* See Cbaj?. X. supra.